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Li-Ve Tasmania has been providing genuine 
person-centred support to people living with 

disability in Tasmania for almost 70 years.
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‘Families in crisis after 
NDIS funding cuts to 
participants...’
This recent ABC headline saddened me deeply. It 
describes a situation playing out for many people 
with disability and their families across Australia. Our 
Li-Ve Tas community is no exception. NDIA funding 
cuts are a threat to participants’ right to live full and 
meaningful lives.

What to do if the NDIA cuts your funding

If the NDIA makes a funding decision you don’t agree 
with, you can:

• ask for a review

• appeal, after the review, if you need to

• get help to appeal.

Come to a Li-Ve Tas community forum

Find out about the process to make your case to the 
NDIA with information from Tasmania Legal Aid at a 
Li-Ve Tas community forum:

• Thursday 7 April, 12.30-2.30pm or 5.30-7.30pm

You can attend in person at the Howrah Community 
Centre, view the livestream from our High Street 
office in Launceston, or view it from your own device. 
These sessions will also be a chance to ask questions 
and to chat with me and other Li-Ve Tas staff. I hope 
to see you there. To express your interest, call Alison 
Haertel on 6227 5401 or email  
executiveassistant@livetasmania.org

Teamwork works for a strong NDIS

The federal election is coming soon. We all need to 
make sure the government and the opposition know 
that we expect them to properly fund the NDIS. To 
take action, we can:

• talk to our local representatives and candidates 
about what it means when plans get cut

• join the campaign to support more than 450,000 
Australians with disability – it’s free to join, takes 
only a moment, and it has the backing of the 
people who lobbied the government to get  
the NDIS set up in the first place. Visit  
teamwork.org.au

Darren Mathewson 
CEO   

If you’ve seen media reports about ‘the 
ballooning cost of the NDIS’ or ‘cost blowouts’, 

take a look at these facts. The NDIS:

• provides direct employment to 270,000 
Australians

• drives direct spending in local communities 
and at local businesses

• delivers $2.25 to our economy for every $1 
invested in it

• contributed $52.4 billion to our economy in 
2020-2021

• gives 450,000 Australians with disability the 
opportunity to live their best lives.

NDIS facts
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Li-Ve Tas and people with 
intellectual disability create 
toolkit for our sector

The Healthy dying for people with disability 
(HD4PWD) program supports people with intellectual 
disability at the end of life. It supports people’s goals 
and delivers the best possible outcomes in life and 
death.

The program does this by:

• building better systems and practices

• developing great communication

• educating and connecting mainstream health 
services.

The HD4PWD toolkit is for disability service providers, 
health care providers, carers and families in Tasmania. 
It is available for download from the Li-Ve Tasmania 
website livetasmania.org/hd4pwd

Li-Ve Tasmania developed the toolkit with people 
living with intellectual disability and their families. The 
Department of Social Services Information Linkages 
and Capacity Building (ILC) program provided 
funding.

Have a question? We’re happy to help. You can email 
the HD4PWD team at healthydying@livetasmania.org

Are you an unpaid carer who wants to get 
back to work? Your Caring Way is a free 
service that can help you get:

• training

• education

• volunteer experience

• employment.

Interested? Connect with them:

• call 1300 585 636 

• email info@yourcaringway.com.au 

• visit yourcaringway.com.au

Li-Ve Tas Board member, Rosie Beardlsley,  
leads a workshop for the toolkit development

Your Caring Way 
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No place like home

Siblings Maree and David have more independence 
and control over their lives since they moved to 
their new home, a Li-Ve Tasmania house, in October 
last year. They have even expanded their pet bird 
collection.

After 13 months in hospital, unable to get out of  
bed, Michelle finally has hope for her future. 

‘I felt like a number’, Michelle says, ‘it felt so  
hopeless and I put myself down all the time.’ 

Thankfully, Michelle was approved for NDIS funding 
and in January, she was able to move into a property 
managed by Li-Ve Tasmania. Her life is rapidly 
improving.  

‘I feel my depression is going, I’m more confident, my 
self-esteem is improving, and most of all, I’m learning 
to love myself.’ 

Michelle’s NDIS plan includes specialised equipment 
to help her get mobile - her new chair means she is 
no longer stuck in bed all the time.  

‘I still can’t walk, but I can get outside to sit and also 
join my housemates in the common area to share 
food and play games like Uno and Go Fish, and watch 
TV. I really like spending time with them. I bought us 
all lunch the other day which was so fun to do!’ 

‘My support 
team makes me 
feel genuinely 
cared for...’

Michelle says the care and friendship from her 
support team have had a huge impact on her  
outlook toward herself and her future.  

‘My support team makes me feel genuinely cared for, 
I feel really loved and supported.’ 

Michelle’s team includes Li-Ve Tasmania staff and day 
support staff from other providers. 

Next, Michelle wants to get out for a ‘walk’ in a 
specialised wheelchair. She’s currently waiting 
for it to arrive, and can’t wait to explore her new 
neighbourhood with her support team. 

Li-Ve Tasmania residents Michelle,  
Maree, and David love their new home  
in Launceston

New home means more choice and 
control for siblings Maree and David

Michelle can sit outside in her new chair
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Arron Logan and Michele Raines

The NDIS gives people with disability, like Michelle, Maree and 
David, the right to build a support team around them, so they can 
live their best lives. But now the NDIS is cutting access and support 
levels. If the government cuts the NDIS, the team stops working. 
Join the campaign for a strong NDIS at www.teamwork.org

Before they moved, Maree and David lived in 
an aged care residence for four years. Life was 
very structured and they had no control over many 
things, including what or when they ate. They also 
lived with people who were much older than 
them and who had very different needs.

‘Some people had dementia. There were a lot of 
rules too,’ says Maree.

Now, thanks to their NDIS funding, Maree and David 
live independently with help from their team of 
support workers.

‘We get to decide what we want to do, including 
what we want to eat. We can buy our own food and 
we can go out when we want as well,’ says Maree, as 
David nods in agreement.

Maree loves to make diamond art in her new home

David, after returning from a fishing trip  

‘We decide what 
we want to do...’

David, who calls Maree ‘Sister,’ likes his new home 
too. ‘It’s much better here,’ he says, ‘I have more 
birds now and I go fishing once a week with my 
support worker, John. Sister got me a canary for 
Christmas!’ Birds have been a passion of David’s  
for a long time. 

Since moving into his new home, David’s bird family 
has grown from a couple of budgies to include 
finches and his Christmas canary – 10 in total!

Supported independent living in action

‘It’s been a privilege to see Michelle, Maree and 
David develop a real friendship since moving into 
their home in Launceston,’ says Terese Hanrahan, a 
Coordinator with Li-Ve Tas. ‘I’ve seen how each of 
them has grown in confidence and independence - 
they really do have choice and control over their  
day-to-day lives, which is the ultimate goal of 
supported independent living.’

5

ISSUE 15 AUTUMN 2022



Disability Royal 
Commission 

Combating 
COVID-19 
together

A COVID-19 outbreak at Oakdale Lodge in January 
was a challenging time for residents, their families 
and also for our staff.

‘We were well prepared for an outbreak,’ says Nicole 
Cumine, General Manager, Operations, ‘but we’ve 
learnt a lot from the Lodge outbreak, and from 
several small outbreaks at other Li-Ve Tas sites. 

Thankfully, all staff and residents have recovered well. 
We’ve used our recent experiences to update our 
outbreak and emergency management plans for  
the future.’

We are grateful to staff, residents and families for 
their support and understanding during outbreaks.

Anybody can make a submission to the 
Disability Royal Commission. You can 
make a submission by:

• telephone

• email

• video

• through the website.

The final date to make a submission is  
31 December 2022. Learn more and make 
a submission online https://disability.
royalcommission.gov.au/share-your-story/
make-your-submission

Oakdale Lodge residents Caroline Reid, John Geeves and Rhonda 
Underwood enjoy a socially distanced picnic during the outbreak

Here’s what we learned when we asked staff  
and families of participants about our response:

What went well
• Daily communication to staff and families.

• Infection control and health protection actions  
to keep residents safe.

• Resident care, safety, and support were 
paramount.

• Staff felt listened to and supported.

What we learned
• It was sometimes difficult for families to connect 

with their loved ones.

• Staff want more training on using personal 
protective equipment.

What we’re doing
• Installing new hardware at The Lodge to improve 

the Wi-Fi coverage and make video calls easier.

• Developing more training for staff to help them 
feel even more confident.

• Working on ways we can help staff get residents 
outside for more fresh air during lockdowns.

The commitment our frontline staff showed to 
supporting residents and each other has been 
inspiring to see. Staff were heartened by recognition 
from our Li-Ve Tas community. One Lodge staff 
member told us: ‘A resident’s family dropped off 
chocolates and snacks and I thought that was the 
best thing ever!’

To provide more feedback about our COVID-19 
response, contact us at COVID19@livetasmania.org
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Wearing a mask isn’t possible 
for David Chandler even 
though he’s vulnerable 
to COVID-19. With 
COVID-19 in Tasmania, 
David has been 
avoiding crowds and 
enclosed spaces, like 
shopping centres. David 
and his team have found 
plenty of ways to keep busy 
and stay safe.

David still enjoys outdoorsy day-trips with his support 
team and friends. Support worker, Leanne Caunter 
says, ‘David likes to go to parks and for drives 
through the countryside, like Richmond or Huonville. 
If the weather is bad or we have to isolate, we have 
lots of favourite at-home activities too.’

David and Leanne‘s top things to do at home are:

• make a movie (David and Leanne use Pictello,  
a talking visual story builder, on David’s iPad)

• listen to an audio book

• take a virtual tour - David and Leanne’s favourite 
is ONE HOUR of Amazing Animal Moments from 
BBC Earth on YouTube

• or, on those really hot days, have a water fight 
with your support team!

Iso activities with 
David and Bec

Rebecca ‘Bec’ Henderson took up diamond art 
during the first COVID-19 lockdown. ‘It’s helped 
me keep my sanity,’ she says. ‘I’ve made over 150 
pieces in the past two years’.

Bec used to love going tenpin bowling and out for 
a coffee. ‘It’s just not possible now, I don’t feel safe 
doing things like that anymore,’ she explained.

The artwork started out as gifts for friends and 
family, and even her GP! ‘He’s a Geelong supporter, 
so I made him a cat. He was like a kid with a new 
toy,’ Bec laughs.

One of her support team suggested she start 
selling her artwork, and now Bec has a gallery wall 
at Oakdale Lodge and sells her work regularly. If 
you’re interested in buying a piece, stop in and see 
Bec and her team next time you’re in the area.

David and housemate Troy have a water fight with 
support worker, Marlon Bec with her wall of artwork

Bec in action creating a picture
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Luci Giblin and Georgia Coppleman visited the Salmon Ponds 
Photo: Kate Garth
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