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Li-Ve Tasmania has been providing genuine 
person-centred support to people living with 

disability in Tasmania for almost 70 years.
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People with disability 
are disabled by society

There’s a new documentary series on SBS.

It looks at how millions of Australians are affected by stigma and prejudice. It gets 
to the heart of what people really think about disability, old people and obesity.

This new series uses university surveys to find out what Australians think. 

Some of the findings are:

• 72% of respondents without disabilities said they felt sorry for people  
with disability

• 72% agreed that people sometimes make fun of people with disability.

It’s no wonder five-time Paralympian Kurt Fearnley believes people with disability 
are not disabled by their bodies, but by society.

Kurt Fearnley said, ‘I hope that when somebody watches this, the dream would be 
for them to look around at their own environment right now, and ask, is disability 
represented in my workplace? In my kids’ school? Is it represented in my local 
sporting club? Twenty percent of the population are out there with disabilities 
wanting to be a part of the community. Why aren’t they in yours?’

The three-part series aired in August, starting with the topic of disability. If you 
have access to SBS On Demand, I highly recommend you watch it.

Darren Mathewson 
CEO

Kurt Fearnley
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What a great way to combine sport with a fun 
weekend away! Recently, Luci Giblin and Disability 
Support Worker, Kate Garth, visited Devonport 
where Luci took part in the Aurora State Bowling 
Championships.

The event was held over two days and combined 
fast-paced bowling with a chance to catch up with 
friends. Luci also took home some great prizes for 
her bowling successes. 

To top off the weekend, Luci enjoyed dancing the 
night away with friends at a 1970s themed party 
for the bowlers. 

Nothing beats getting out and kicking a ball 
around. Geoff Forsyth couldn’t agree more. 
He loves to attend football skills training 
every week with his team from New Horizons.

Geoff and Disability Support Worker, Mark 
McCoull, also travel to Campbell Town once 
a month for a statewide get-together and 
training session with AFL Tasmania.

What’s the best part of the experience? 

‘I really like kicking goals with my mates,’  
says Geoff.

Sporty and 
social

It’s footy time 
for Geoff

Mark and Geoff

Luci with her bowling prizes

Luci and her friend Laurie

Kate and Luci 
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All abilities 
animal visits
Disability Support Worker, Janine White, says 
there’s no doubt about the power of spending 
time with animals. For two years, she has organised 
regular excursions to Henden Ryse’s farm program 
with participants from The Cottage, including Jan 
Lincoln, Ross Allan and David Knight.

Building skills

The farm program provides a safe environment 
for people of all abilities to spend time with 
animals and work on skills such as problem solving, 
patience, empathy and communication.

‘The participants have learned that how they act 
and move around animals can affect how the 
animals react,’ says Janine.

Ross is independent with the ponies. He likes to 
lead them through the obstacle course. 

Meanwhile, Jan and David enjoy feeding the 
sheep and alpacas, and working with the goats. 
The goats are target trained, so Jan and David 
point to a target and say, ‘touch’, rewarding them 
with food when they do.

Jan has trained Marley the sheep to stand on a log 
in the mini agility/obstacle course. 

‘David has learnt which brushes to use for different 
parts of the pony’s body,’ says Janine. ‘I told him 
once that with all the hair transferred from the 
pony to him that he looked like a pony and he 
laughed his head off!’

Ross with Monty

Jan works with the goats

David brushes Gypsy
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Building a more secure, 
satisfied and skilled workforce

We’re kicking off two initiatives to help make Li-Ve 
Tas better and stronger by:

• building a more secure, satisfied and skilled 
workforce

• providing you with more consistent, high-quality 
support.

Pathways to permanency

Li-Ve Tas will be moving to a more permanent 
workforce and relying less on a casual workforce. 
One way we’re doing this is by creating pathways 
to permanency. This means more of our staff 
will be able to move from casual employment to 
permanent part-time roles.

Building skills

We are starting to introduce qualifications to make 
our workforce stronger. So, another way we’re 
supporting staff is through our Study Support 
Program. If they’re eligible, staff can complete a 
qualification at no cost.

Li-Ve Tas is committed to building staff skills to 
help them provide the best possible support.

EMPLOYMENT TYPE

ABOUT OUR CHANGING WORKFORCE

Employment Type 2020-21 2019-20

Casual 173 189

PPT 224 195

FT 56 44

TOTAL 453 428

2021

2020

2019

2018

2017

The number of active employees as at 30 June 
2021 was 453 – an increase of 25 employees from 
30 June 2019, indicating 6% growth in employee 
numbers.

Of these staff, 56 are full time (up 27%), 224 are 
permanent part time (up 15%) and 173 are casual 
(down 8%).

453

428

313

379

322
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Pets of  
Li-Ve Tas

Gizmo

Team leader Rory Jones says, ‘From the start, Gizmo 
was gentle and sweet towards John Morgan and his 
housemate, Troy Pearn. She knew when they needed 
company and stepped up as a support dog.’

‘She used to sneak into John’s bed at night and 
help staff wake him in the morning and then go on 
to Troy’s room and help him get up, after a few dog 
hugs,’ says Rory.

Today, Gizmo lives with Troy and his housemates.

Her days racing around, chasing possums are long 
behind her, but 14-year-old Gizmo still loves her daily 
walks and has her own chair for naps.

Joey and Les

Lorraine shares her Li-Ve Tas home in Lenah Valley 
with two housemates plus her budgie and canary. 
Lorraine adores all animals, but her love of birds 
came from her late dad. In fact, her dad gave Joey 
to Lorraine, and she named the canary Les, after her 
father.

Lorraine says she enjoys feeding her birds, keeping 
their cages clean and letting them out to fly around 
her room – she loves their chirping and singing.

Dolly

Dolly lives with her housemates, Katie Butt and 
Jimmy Goodwin at Brooklyn. Dolly is between 18 and 
20 years old. She spends much of her life sleeping. 
Her favourite spots are Katie’s bed or chair.

I am about 6 years old.

My human is Phillip Broad.

I like being naughty.

I sometimes:

• smack the staff

• bite people

• throw papers off the table

• wait for humans to watch TV, then throw the 
aerial down.

I love sitting with my daddy – but I smack him too.

Lorraine’s birds

Dolly and JimmyGizmo

John and Gizmo in 2018

Profile: Sox

Sadly, John died in 2019. He is dearly missed by  
the Li-Ve Tas community.
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Face masks 
made with 
love
The Tassie Face Mask Project is helping us keep 
our people safe by donating free handmade 
masks to the people we support.

The project connects Tasmanians who sew and 
donate cloth face masks with people who need a 
mask. 

Participants who can tolerate them must wear 
masks at some public events, at the airport and 
when travelling. These ones are soft, handmade 
with love and come in a range of colours. 

A big thank you to the Tassie Face Mask Project 
and their volunteers for their generosity.

If you don’t already have one, you can collect a 
mask from our Launceston or Hobart offices, or 
call (03) 6227 5400.

Find out more or support the project by buying a 
mask at: www.tassiefacemasks.com.au

In-home supports can help you to stay 
independent and in control of your life. Our 
support workers can support you to have 
dignity and privacy.

We can support you with:

• personal care – showering, toileting, 
dressing, personal health needs

• preparing meals – shopping, cooking, 
helping you with your diet

• maintaining your home – working with you 
to clean and garden 

• keeping life on track – making 
appointments, sorting your money

• working towards your goals – supporting 
you to exercise or practice a skill to boost 
your independence

• emotional support – having someone 
alongside you to share your day.

Anne Glover by Renee Woodleigh

Setting up 
your day
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We support the

Li-Ve Tasmania

26 Lampton Avenue 
Derwent Park, Tasmania 
(03) 6227 5400

Level 3, 11 High Street 
Launceston, Tasmania 
(03) 6325 5900

hello@livetasmania.org 
www.livetasmania.org

Tasmanian 
not-for-profit 
providing 
support to 
the Tasmanian 
community

Front Cover Image: Troy Pearn and 
Chester by Darren Mott

Ross and Jasper


